The Secret Admirer is produced using Adobe InDe- 
sign and Photoshop on a refurbished MacBook with 
a Wacom Bamboo drawing tablet in West Philadel- 
phia. It is printed via Staples on Columbus Blvd, and 
delivered every Tuesday on a blue Surly Long Haul 
Trucker touring bicycle. 


The Secret Admirer was first published in Athens, 
Georgia on February first of 2010 on a borrowed 
computer with a budget of $8, and was put out 
weekly for over 2 years before taking a break and 
relocating to Philadelphia, where it resumed weekly 
production in April of 2013 to this day. Aside from 
the core staff of David Otter, Lyra Foxx and Leon 
Wolffe, Wendy Otter and Miranda Stoat also regular- 
ly submit horoscopes and comics respectively. The 
mission of the Admirer is to provide positive printed 
entertainment for a world where the internet and 
cynicism are dominant deities, and to provide an af- 
fordable advertising venue for small businesses and 
causes while making a few bucks in the process. 


Thanks for reading. 
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Don’t put yourself in any danger- 
ous situations unnecessarily this 
week. Don’t walk home alone or 
drive while tipsy. Bad luck is wait- 
ing for you in the shadows, but a 
little bit of common sense will be 
all the protection you need. 


You have an inordinate amount 
of energy. this. week, and you 
should use it. Try to be on time 
for all of your appointments and 
responsibilities and you'll be re- 
warded. Don’t ask any questions 
on Wednesday. 


Give an extra bit of attention to a 
friend that's ill or depressed this 
week. We live in a house that’s 
built of our loved ones, and help- 
ing them when you can makes 
your house one of bricks and not 
straw. 


Remain receptive to a bout of un- 
anticipated optimism later in the 
week. Any trouble at work you've 
been experiencing will lessen no- 
ticeably by the weekend. Don't go 
to bed angry on Thursday. 


Don't be too eager to sign up for 
new projects this week, no matter 
how good they sound, especially 
if you've been drinking. You run 
the risk of flaking out later and let- 
ting down close friends. 


Be a voice of reason amidst an 
emotional. rising. tide this week. 
Keep those around you grounded 
and try not to be taken up in the 
maelstrom yourself. Be liberal 
with compliments this weekend. 


This week might as well be 2 
weeks for you. Around Thursday, 
things will change ranean 
for the better or worse, so don't 
ast too comfortable. Since you 
ave to deal with 2.weeks, you 
might as well enjoy 2 ules 


Don't buy in to promises this 
week. People will make offers to 
try and make you happy or to get 
you to like them more, but ma 
not be able to follow throug 
later. Don’t get mad. It’s because 
they like you. 


Make your needs known this week 
and your friends and loved ones 
will rise to support you where you 
need it. There’s no shame in ac- 
cepting the help of people that 
love you. You'd do it for them. Sat- 
urday looks good for you. 


Take a romantic or Platonic re- 
lationship to the next level this 
week. You're both waiting for 
more, and confidence will be your 
best friend when confronting that 
person that gives you butterflies. 
Sing in the shower on Sunday. 


Things are starting to get easier, 
and you deserve it! Everyone 
knows that you work hard, so 
don’t be shy when.a coworker or 
friend goes out of their way to re- 
ward or compliment you. 


People mean well when they give 
you advice, but for serious mat- 
ters, it may be wise to seek out a 
professional opinion. The inter- 
net is good for learning trivia, but 
maybe not the best place to diag- 
nose a medical concern. 
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Dear Lyra, 
The first girl | ever seriously dated was obviously very special, and has a central place in my 
mythology. We went for a few years, moved to Philadelphia together when we were 21, and 
broke up soon after. Well since, we’ve become very good friends. She’s moved away but | visit 
her a few times a year, more than my family even. We've never been physical again, but I've 
never stopped being in love with her, and it’s been like a secret charm that keep me impervi- 
ous to heartbreak. Ok. So | had this epiphany last night that I'll never love anyone else like 
her, and that | really want to be with her. If she called me tomorrow and asked me to be her 
partner again, I'd quit my job, dump whoever | was with, move away with whatever | could 
carry, screw the lease, and run as fast as | could. Now the delicate part is that she lets me 
into her heart in a way that she doesn't let other people, and if she thinks I’m still into her in 
that way, I’m afraid she might seal me off. I'd loose the best thing | have if she denied me her 
friendship. What do! do? 

-L 
Hello, 
This is a touchy and delicate matter. | think you should take stock of your situation. If you're 
feeling miserable or unappreciated in your current role, it’s natural to want to cling to vi- 
brant nostalgia. You were probably very happy with her, and you get an echo of that when- 
ever you visit and see her smile, the same smile that carried you through the minefield of 
late teens/early twenties. This said, true love is a rare, rare thing, and at the risk of sounding 
morbid, you may never feel it again. This sounds like a deathbed regret in the making if you 
pass up an opportunity to be with her, the kind of thing you might both think of wistfully as 
you rock on a porch in your withered age, “If only we had not been so foolish.” My advice is to 
move to where she is and rekindle a proximal friendship. If it feels right, go for it. Don’t wait 
fora guarantee. Don’t dream it, be it. 


PhiladelphiaAdmirer@gmail.com 
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Howlin’ at you 
every Tuesday! 


WORD OW THE STREETS _ 


OMG! It’s Wacky Facts! - Crayola crayons are in the list of top 20 recognizable scents for 
US adults. A Fear increases your sense of smell. A The “milk” used in got milk ads is white 
paint and turpentine. A Adolf Hitler was nominated for a Nobel Peace Prize by Swedish 
delegates in 1939. A The gender-neutral plural term for your siblings’ children is nib- 
lings. A Cats have glands in their paws that, when expressed, mark their territory. That’s 
why they knead things before laying down. A Both Republican and Democrat national 
conventions allow actual guns but not water guns. A The voices of Yoda and Ms. Piggy 
were done by the same person. A Justin Timberlake wrote that ba ba ba ba ba, I’m lov- 
ing’ it McDonalds jingle. He was paid $6,000,000 for it. A Caffeine, ingested in super high 
doses, causes visual and audio hallucinations. Our own David Otter once ate an entire 
box of caffeine pills, the equivalent of 60 cups of coffee, to attain this effect. It works, but 
is, in his words, “no fun.” Like, you might die and it lasts for 3-5 days. Don't do it. Unless, | 
guess, if you're in prison and there's unlimited coffee and you're really bored. A 


Hoty suit it’s 2014! We made it to a new year. Here at Secret Family Publications, we 
have high hopes for the coming months. Thanks to all of the sponsors that have helped 
us meet printing costs, and to all of the readers who have submitted content and fond 
thoughts. We're expanding our delivery radius in February to include more of Center 
City and the Museum neighborhoods. Let us know if you think of any great spots we 
should hit. We're getting our stride here. We're getting stranger, stronger and more cor- 
rect. 2014 is the year of the Wolf. 


So YOU PROBABLY HAVE SOME THINGS YOU WANT TO BE DIFFERENT ABOUT THIS YEAR. Here are a couple 
of minor charms we'd like to share to help you on you new year quest, be your goals 
anabolic or catabolic. Do you want to create more art? Immerse yourself in art of your 
chosen discipline. Give all of your free time to appreciating the stuff you think is the 
best. Do this for an entire week. Read books in the tub, listen to music while you walk 
around. Look at fabulous Tumblr pages of your favorite visual artists, but do it in a way 
where the situation is the same every time, be it the time of day, location, level of in- 
ebriation. Then Paviov's Dog your brain. Do the thing you were doing while enjoying the 
art, but don’t imbibe the art. Have your tools at hand. Your mind will create art to fill the 
void. Run with it. Do you want to do less of a bad habit? Lyra is making a magical habit 
cairn at Penn Treaty Park again for the new year. So the rules are the same as they were 
with that one. Bring your habit to the cairn, a large pile of colored stones stacked by the 
water front, and drop it at the foot of the stones. Can of beer, cigarette, ex-lover’s photo. 
The stones mark and contain the spot where a powerful Greed Demon once died, and 
her passing left a black hole type vacuum in the spacetime fabric, so don't linger too 
long and don't think about anything you actually hold dear. You must trick the vacuum 
into thinking the habit is dear to you. Walk away quickly and fill the new hole left by the 
habit with a project or a goal immediately, so if the habit comes slinking back, it won't 
have a toehold on your inner mountain. This one takes work, but is powerful and will 
help you be better. 


Introducing Wendy Otter’s Period Pals! Hey, menstruating friends, want to submit to 
period pals? Want to join our period haiku email list to recieve new poems every 26-38 
days?? Pick up that red pen and vent! 


Email cornfairy@gmail.com crampy uterus 


bloated up like a balloon 
shark weekin’ it up 


I've got Christmas cramps. 
| ruined my orange tights. 
get mea cotton yule log! 


honey, a blowjob 
is all | want for Christmas a> 
on the rag instead a 


oe BHorLan 
“f Dy, 
Good Friends - Good Food - Good Times 
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on entire purchase with this coupon 
328 South St - TheBoylerRoom.com 


930 SOUTH STREET 
TATTOOEDMOMPHILLY.COM 


“You better 
believe our coffee 
smells, brother.” 


greenstreetcoffee.com 
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NOW OPEN 


THE 
FRANKLIN 
INSTITUTE 


WWW.FI.EDU | 215.448.1200 
MANDELL DRE 
PHILADELPHIA, PA CENTER 


ALL BACK ISSUES AVAILABLE ONLINE 
philadelphia-secret-admirer.tumblr.com 


Reed&16 tin 


1 Bi 
VA, 

2 3 
old man- (to a small dog) What's that girl? : ; send ail Je] 
dog- (wags tail) \urk, Vistern gmniver@o™ j Pt | 
old man- You want a hotdog? philadel? 3 nm 
dog- (wags tail harder) x L 
old man- Me too! Good idea! Mai. Phy) ZY | ZZ 
dog- yip! ade Y ps 

A ise “7 

Market&6 Tere, 
tourist gal- Wow. Her tattoos look stunning! It’s art. Imai 


tourist guy- Yeah. (snort) But think of how busted she'll look in 20 years. 
punk gal- | can hear you, douchebag! 

tourist guy- (flustered) Oh | wasn’t talking about you! I’m sorry. 
punk gal- It’s okay. | won't live another 20 years. 

tourist gal- Oh, honey... 

silence 


Prime spot for an ad, ain't it? 


among the shapes 
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30th St Station women’s restroom 
gal on phone in a stall- Oh my God! My poop is green and | bled on it! It’s like, 
really green! It’s a Christmas miracle! I’m gonna send you a pic. 


603 203 4766 
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HEKOSS DIOWIN 


1. O, would that 1. You pass 2 or 3 in every doorway 
5. Macaque 2. Your olfactory fingerprint 
8. Bedouin 3. Monetary unit in Yugoslavia 
12. Ol’ leaf dick 4. One who left 
13. Fatuous or pointless 5. Fibrously welded 
15. Babylonian goddess of healing 6. Hindu princess, renegade Time Lord 
16. Spore-producing structures 7. Cliched picnic saboteurs 
17. Hide cigarette breath from your mom 8. An palindromically, onomatopoenomously- 
18. Hebrew month, contains Purim named sea bird 
19. Folk who say “You hafta be realistic.’ 9. Listing without direction 
22. Where Lyra and her pack sleep 10. Wings 
23. Fix 11. What the Amish make when they 
24. To move gently, without difficulty “raise the roof” 
26. Scoffed 13. Painting with words 
29. A Comedy of this makes the Bard’s 14. An organic compound 
shortest play 20. A star in the constellation Cetus, 
31. French say 10, Romans say 509 a binary red giant 
32. A handwoven wall hanging 21. Indian dress 
34. Did nothing, stalled, went to college 25. Units of grass and grass roots 
36. Loose sleeveless cloaks 26. Poked fun at 
38. Yinglish for gossiper 27.Worsen 
40. Western Samoan monetary unit 28. Theater woven from the detritus of 
41. Magician's left hand waking life 
(unless he's left-handed) 29. Type of cruciform European sword 
43.To take as one’s own 30. Detect 
45. South + east + south 31. Motherfucker 


Hinges is a lovely little rusty girl cat with a 
squeaky door meow, very friendly and affec- 
tionate. She may not do well in a household 
with other cats at first, but if you're willing to 
take the time to acclimate her, it could work 
out. She’s small and young, loves sleeping in 
laps, and there’s no information about her 
medical history. Contact the Secret Admirer 
if you're looking for a new little roommate. 


——" —_ 


46. Distort 33. Popular conjunction 
d 48. What the spirit leaves behind 35. Denis’ twin sister 
. 50. Fury 37. Couch 
y 51. Elton John, or Paul McCartney 39. The sowers of the message, 
Hey bro, you if 52. Something a deceiver weaves the planters of the seed 
got some f 54. Complicated business rich person 42. Worst thing to happen to picnics 
7 magic voodoo since 7 down 
schmutz on i 61. A watery mass of soft gray personality 44, Crop 
and habit 47. Pays to borrow 
your Stephen Cc 63. Sum 49. Favor 
Uu 64. Prow 52. Batman sound 
| 65. Countertenor 53. Snake-like fishes 
66. From then to 55. Looks back at you if you look 
t 67. Where Ol’ leaf dick lived at it long enough 
68. 1/1,000 of a second (abbr.) 56. Active Italian volcano 
69. Whose boot? Or boat? Boot? | dunno. 57. Bags = 
The Boat? 58. A connecting point FROM 2 
70. What Kenny G licks before every 59. Yggdrasil, or General Sherman NOW 
performance 60. What maesters do to ravens q T 
62. Who Bugs asks about what's ON L 
going on above him e A 
F : SINCE BOG : 
TRIVIA, VIWE YOU Hla anes 
J = 
1.When was the first iPod introduced? ASKED L | 
2. What is the,name of the Volcano visable from Tokyo? = = : 
3. What happens when you role 3 consecutive: doubles in Monopoly? Pte r = 
4.What do you produce while lacrimating? WIEEIC S i P 
‘ i i SOLUTION 
It’s parsley. | had a sandwich. 5.Where is your coronal suture? N7le ' O U 
N T 


ANSWERS ON BACK 


